
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministers – All Members 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
 

Thanksgiving Day                                            November 23, 2017                                        
 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn     “Come,Ye Thankful People, Come”      No. 797 
 

Invocation 
 

Responsive Reading (Psalm 65)                                (on screen) 
 

Worship Song   “For the Beauty of the Earth” (vv. 1,3,5)  No. 793 
 

The Lesson – Philippians 1:2-11 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, 
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you 
in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. 
 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to 
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
 

The Announcements 
 

Processional Offering   
                      “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”     No. 68 
 

Sermon         “Don’t You Want to Thank Someone?”    Pastor Kurt   
 

Hymn                 “In Thanksgiving, Let Us Praise Him”       No. 796                                                                      
 

Prayer, Lord's Prayer & Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn         “Let All Things Now Living”                No. 794 



Welcome to worship as we gather to praise God for his generous  
                                             outpouring of love and blessings! 
 

                                            Thank you to Susan Amensen, Jeff  
                                            Loots, Dave Quam, and Tim & Tami  
                                            Marienau for serving as our reader,       
                                            greeter, and ushers today.  
 

                                            Processional Offering. We will  
                                            process to the front for our offering  
                                            today as a symbolic act of bringing  
                                            our offering to the altar of the Lord. 
The ushers will direct you down the center aisle and you may 
return by the side aisle. 

 

The offering of food placed in our chancel today will be given to 
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry. Thank you for helping feed 
hungry people in our community! 

 

The Church Office will be closed today and Friday, Nov. 24.  

 

Story City’s Downtown Yulefest Tree Lighting is Friday, Nov. 
24th at 5:30 P.M. Come early for Christmas carols and hot 
chocolate as the tree is lit for the holiday season! The Story City 
Fire Department will host their annual chili supper from 5-7:30 
P.M. Following the tree lighting, see a special showing (7 P.M.; 
freewill donation) of “It’s A Wonderful Life” at the Story City 
Theater! 

 

You’re invited to “Deck the Halls” and join us after the worship 
service on Sunday, November 26, to trim our Christmas tree and 
decorate the sanctuary! We hope you can join us (and lend your 
creativity) in celebrating the glorious beauty of the Advent season! 

 

Christmas Angel Gift Program. Gift tags with a listing of a gift or 
urgent need for a specific child in our community are available in 
the narthex! There are over 60 tags (which means that only half of 
the tags are on display), so please be generous! Anyone not 
wanting to shop, but wanting to contribute, please give your 
donations to the church office, and we’ll do the shopping for you! 

You’re invited to “A Swing for Smiles” fundraiser on Sunday, 
Nov. 26 from 2-4 P.M. at the Dakins Center in Zearing, held in 
memory of Chuck Erickson. Shop for goodies from vendors; 
donations go towards a wheelchair swing for the residents.  

 

Immanuel is responsible for providing at least 5 wheelchair 
pushers at Bethany Manor for the worship service each Sunday 
during the month of December. Volunteers need to be at the 
Bethany Manor Chapel by 9:20 A.M. and will be done by 10:45 or 
11 A.M. Sign up on the narthex bulletin board! 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church’s Christmas Luncheon and Bake 

Sale: Saturday, December 2 from 11 A.M. to 2 P.M. Menu 
includes: variety of soups, bread, rice pudding, Scandinavian 
treats and a Hot Chocolate Bar. $10 for full meal or $5 for 
dessert/drink only. There will also be a bake sale featuring 
Scandinavian Baked Goods. Make it a day and enjoy the Tour of 
Homes and visit the local shops! 

 

You’re invited to a Christmas open house at Pastor Kurt & 
Sarah Jensen’s home (324 Elm Ave) on Sunday, December 3 
from 4-6 P.M. Please join us for Christmas goodies and cups of 
cheer as we celebrate this most joyous season! 

 

Christmas Cantata. The Senior Choir invites any singers from 
the congregation to join them for rehearsals for their Christmas 
Cantata (to be performed on Sunday, December 10 during 
worship). Rehearsals are on Wednesday nights at 7:15 P.M. 

 

Christmas Eve Service. Your talents are needed for our 
traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (4:30 P.M.). If you 
would like to have a part in this service by sharing a vocal or 
instrumental selection or a reading, please call the church office 
or let Emily Anderson know by Sunday, December 10. 

 

A Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to the Immanuel Family 
from the pastors and staff! 
 
 
 



Don't You Want to Thank Someone 
by Andrew Peterson 

 

Can't you feel it in your bones 
Something isn't right here 
Something that you've always known 
But you don't know why 
 

'Cause every time the sun goes down 
We face another night here 
Waiting for the world to spin around 
Just to survive 
 

But when you see the morning sun 
Burning through a silver mist 
Don't you want to thank someone? 
Don't you want to thank someone for this? 
 

Don't you ever wonder why 
In spite of all that's wrong here 
There's still so much that goes so right 
And beauty abounds? 
 

'Cause sometimes when you walk outside 
The air is full of song here 
The thunder rolls and the baby sighs 
And the rain comes down 
 

And when you see the spring has come 
And it warms you like a mother's kiss 
Don't you want to thank someone? 
Don't you want to thank someone for this? 
 

I used to be a little boy 
As golden as a sunrise 
Breaking over Illinois 
When the corn was tall 
 

Yeah, but every little boy grows up 
And he's haunted by the heart that died 
Longing for the world that was 
Before the Fall 
 

Oh, but then forgiveness comes 
A grace that I cannot resist 
And I just want to thank someone 

I just want to thank someone for this 
Now I can see the world is charged 
It's glimmering with promises 
Written in a script of stars 
Dripping from prophets' lips 
 

But still, my thirst is never slaked 
I am hounded by a restlessness  
Eaten by this endless ache 
But still I will give thanks for this 
 

'Cause I can see it in the seas of wheat 
I can feel it when the horses run 
It's howling in the snowy peaks 
It's blazing in the midnight sun 
 

Just behind a veil of wind 
A million angels waiting in the wings 
A swirling storm of cherubim 
Making ready for the Reckoning 
 

Oh, how long, how long? 
Oh, sing on, sing on 
 

And when the world is new again 
And the children of the King 
Are ancient in their youth again 
Maybe it's a better thing 
A better thing 
 

To be more than merely innocent 
But to be broken then redeemed by love 
Maybe this old world is bent 
But it's waking up 
And I'm waking up 
 

'Cause I can hear the voice of one 
He's crying in the wilderness 
"Make ready for the Kingdom Come" 
Don't you want to thank someone for this? 
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Come back soon 
Come back soon 

 


